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1. BACKGROUND

The EMREX project, co-funded by Erasmus+, addresses the EU 2020 target that 20% of higher education
students should be mobile during their studies. EMREX focuses on the exchange of student achievement
records between higher education institutions. EMREX together with e.g. Erasmus Without Paper, FAIR
and other similar initiatives is part of a wider set of activities on student mobility by EU. Academic
recognition in higher education is seen as a challenge in learner mobility and also as a potential area
for the improvement of a more efficient education system in general.

The EMREX field trial aims at testing new ways to make the administration of student mobility easier
and thus promoting a higher attainment level to student mobility in higher education and also
encouraging more effective recognition of prior learning and avoiding overlapping studies. In the first
phase the trial is set up between Finland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Italy. Students in these
countries may during the field trial log into their student portal at their home university and collect
study achievements from the host university. Poland will also utilize the EMREX solution for its internal
mobility.

This session aims at presenting the objectives for the EMREX project, demonstrates the solution for
exchanging achievement records, and discusses the first preliminary findings from the ongoing field
trial.

2. THE EMREX FIELD TRIAL

The tangible outcome of EMREX is a federated solution that supports the exchange of student data on
achievements. The solution will be highly scalable and can thus be easily implemented in the whole
European community. The field trial will test the hypothesis that the new functionality will lower the
burden of administrative tasks laid upon students and lower involvement of the administration.

The solution was developed in 2015 and a live field trial is conducted in 2016. Each partner in the
project has set up a National Contact Point (NCP) and a Student Mobility Plug-In (SMP) for the local
Student Information System (SIS). Exchange students in the participating countries will use the EMREX
solution to electronically retrieve their achievement records from the host HEI. The students, mobility
coordinators and administrators will be asked to participate in surveys and the statistics from the
exchanges will be collected and analysed. The first findings from the field trial will be presented in
this session.

3. THE EMREX SOLUTION

The EMREX solution consists of several components. The idea is that they should be as independent of
each other as possible. In this way, it will be easier to add new participants to the network.

Each SIS or institution, depending on local implementation, that wishes to fetch results via the EMREX
network, must implement an SMP (EMREX-Client). The client provides the student with a secure login,
enables the student to contact the host HEI and provides a way to store the retrieved results in the
local SIS.



Each country that wishes to provide results to the EMREX network must implement an NCP. The NCP
provides the student with a secure login in the host country and enables the student to select and
fetch their results from the host HEI. The EMREX network will use the ELMO format to exchange the
results.

The process is initiated by the student, logging into the SMP, which contacts a platform, EMREG
register, to check which NCPs are connected and available. The student chooses their host HEI and
the student data is verified by the NCP. An electronic transfer of student achievements via the NCP
and SMP is performed as soon as the student has approved the course list at the host university.

The EMREX solution will be demonstrated in the session.

EMREX is based on open source code and freely available to all. The solution will be available for all
HEIs in Europe from 2017. New countries can join the EMREX network through creating their own EMREX
clients and contribute to the network by providing their own NCPs.

4. PRELIMINARY FINDINGS AND FUTURE BENEFITS AND OPPORTUNITIES

The biggest benefit coming out of this policy project will be the increased availability, quality and
reliability of information about student records of achievement information. This will make student
mobility processes easier, faster and more transparent for students. Students will also benefit from
the recognition of previous academic studies and degrees because of increased eligibility, when
applying for studies in higher education. The universities will benefit from a reduction of manual work.
The field trial also supports the collection of measurable data on the rate of recognition that can then
be analysed and used for improving the national policies on student mobility and rules for recognition
of previous studies. The data will increase the quality of the learning mobility statistics.

In this session the first preliminary conclusions from the ongoing field trial will be presented and
discussed.

Another benefit from the field trial will be the comparison of the transcripts of records in the
participating countries. To fully benefit from an electronic transfer there is a need for a common
format. The solution will also be evaluated from a technical perspective to smooth the path for
newcomers to join the EMREX network.

One of the goals and benefits of the field trial is the peer learning of the authorities involved. The
way to support this particular goal is making the results of the development process openly available
through open source code. The up-scaling of the EMREX-platform will be provided by applying a
decentralised management model: the higher education institutions in the European Community will
be responsible for the operation and funding of their own part of the solution. The EMREX-platform
will thus not be dependent on being coordinated by a central body or organisation nor on centralised
funding, which will secure its sustainability. All institutions of higher education will be able to use the
information from countries offering the functionality.
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